
CURRENT DAY JOB/PAST 
CAREER
I was in the Fleet Air Arm for 
sixteen years as a Chief Radio 
Technician before breaking my 

back and needing to use a wheelchair. I 
had to leave the Navy, so I went to play at 
Honeywell Aerospace as an electronics 
engineer in the Electronics Development 
Laboratory. I am now retired. 

HOW DID YOU GET INVOLVED IN 
AVIATION?
I joined the Navy when I was 15 years old to 
escape from Anglesey. The recruiting officer 
asked me if I wanted to go into the Fleet Air Arm 
so I said I would give it a go. To be honest I had 
to admit I’d never heard of it, I always thought 
the RAF did all of the flying in the Services. 

FIRST FLIGHT – IN WHAT, WHERE   
AND WHEN?
I’d seen an article in a magazine about aviation 
for paraplegics and tetraplegics (APT). As I’d 
spent my life fixing aeroplanes and the black 
boxes that go into them, I decided that it was 
my turn to have a go at flying and breaking 
them instead (Wrong, now I have to fix mine  
as well!).

My first flight where I could actually use the 
controls was in a Shadow with the Shadow 
Flight Centre at Old Sarum. It was back in the 
last century (well a couple of weeks before the 
end of it) and I’ve tried to fly at least once every 
weekend since.  Unfortunately the weather has 
had different ideas.

TOTAL NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT AND 
HOURS FLOWN?
My total hours don’t add up to as many as I 
would like, but it is about 450, mainly in the 
Shadow and Streak Shadow, but also some in 
the PA-28 doing my PPL.

FAVOURITE AND WORST TYPE FLOWN?
The Shadow is a brilliant aircraft to fly as you 
can see all around you. I have modified hand 
controls on mine so I don't have rudder pedals, 
just two control sticks one each side of the 
cockpit. They feel nice to use and not having to 
use my legs means I have somewhere to store 
my flight bag and rubbish! I can also fit my 
wheelchair in the back.

My worst experience was trying to fly a PA-28 
with hand controls to operate the rudder. I 
couldn’t see over the instrument panel, which is 
a bit dodgy when it is windy.

CURRENT AEROPLANE?
I have had a Streak Shadow since June 2005.

BEST AVIATION MOMENT AND FLIGHT?
I enjoy every flight, even if it is no more than a 
local, especially if I can come away at the end 
of it without having upset too many people!

ANY AVIATION HEROES – IF SO,   
WHO AND WHY?
I do have a few people I greatly 
respect in the aviation 
world; not all are pilots and 
some are female. They are 
all still alive so I won’t go 
into names, I don’t want to 
embarrass anyone.

ANY HAIRY AVIATION 
MOMENTS? IF SO, ANY 
LESSONS LEARNT?
My hairiest moment was 
when I was under training. I 
was leaving Old Sarum by a 
recognised corridor when an 
aircraft suddenly appeared 
from the clouds, flying straight 
towards me going in the 
opposite direction to the traffic flow. It taught 

me that just because you may know the correct 
procedures, levels etc. you shouldn’t assume 
that everyone else does.

AIRCRAFT WISHLIST TO FLY OR OWN
I must admit I haven’t looked around too much 
at different aircraft, probably because there 
aren’t too many which are modified with hand 
controls.    

The main reason though is that I still like my 
own aeroplane, which is why I’ve recently had a 
new engine fitted.

ANY ADVICE FOR FELLOW OR BUDDING 
PILOTS?
If you are young, start flying as soon as you 
can. Being older when I started means I have 
to keep working at being a pilot. Flying from a 
younger age means that aviation will become 
second nature. And have fun and enjoy what 
you have while you can. ■
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M e e t  t h e  M e M b e r s 
This month we meet John Reed who flies a Streak Shadow that has been 
adapted with hand controls, having lost the use of his legs some years ago  

John's Streak Shadow has special hand 
control for the rudder
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